


About blood and blood groups

Blood consists of the following components:

Plasma 
The fluid part of blood in which the various blood cells are 
suspended.

White blood cells
Protects against disease and infection.

Platelets 
Initiates the clotting process when bleeding occurs.

Red blood cells 
Transports oxygen to cells and returns carbon dioxide to the 
lungs.

The primary system that is used to classify all blood groups is called 
the ABO blood group system. A person’s blood type is further 
defined by Rhesus type which determines whether they are Rh 
positive or Rh negative.

All donors are notified of their blood group after their first 
donation.

Compatible blood groups

Everyone belongs to a specific blood group and it is essential that 
donors and recipients are matched correctly. A number of blood 
groups are compatible, as illustrated in the table below.

Cape Peninsula 
WPBTS Head Office
Old Mill Road
Pinelands, 7405
Tel: 021 507-6300

Paarl
263 Main Street
Paarl, 7646 
Tel: 021 871-1030

The Western Province Blood Transfusion Service operates 
according to international standards as set out by the World 
Health Organisation, complies strictly with the government of 
South Africa’s Human Tissue Act and is accredited by the South 
African National Accreditation Systems (SANAS).

The Service collects more than 130,000 units of blood which are 
used to save or enhance the lives of more than 390,000 people 
each year.

Worcester
26 Napier Street
Worcester, 6850 
Tel: 023 342-2450

George
Medical Centre
Courtenay Street
George, 6529
Tel: 044 874-2074

e-mail: info@wpbts.org.za
website: www.wpblood.org.za

R
ec

ip
ie

n
ts

AB+

AB-

A+

A-

B+

B-

O+

O-

O-Type O+ B- B+ A- A+ AB- AB+

Donors

Other donation services offered by WPBTS

Autologous Donation
Individuals donate for themselves prior to elective surgery.

Designated Donation
Friends and relatives donate for a recipient.

Apheresis Donation Programme
Blood platelets are obtained using a process called cell separation 
(apheresis). Platelets are used to treat leukaemia, cancer and 
bleeding disorders.

Rare Blood Donor File
The Service stores blood for individuals with unusual blood 
groups.

Blood grouping and testing for travellers
People travelling abroad can have their blood tested and grouped 
for compatibility in case an emergency transfusion is required.

Contact Us

Western Province Blood Transfusion Service
Reg no. 1943/016692/08

Let’s talk about
Blood Donation

Share our commitment
and share life

Indicates compatible blood groups
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